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Abstract: Lawyers are engaged in wide variety of activities that rely upon risk
communication and yet the subject of risk communication is rarely if ever
systematically studied by lawyers. Many lawyers seem to ignore the advice of
expert risk communicators. Why is this? What should experts in risk
communication know about lawyers and risk communication? Liability battles
that take place in court rooms and much more often in conference rooms are
filled with competing approaches to the communication of risk as the parties’
legal advocates seek to exaggerate, minimize, personalize, and/or marginalize
the assignment and assumption of risk. Risk communication dominates the
regulatory agenda. A lawyer’s personally most important risk communication
activity may be counseling clients. Understanding the legal standards that apply
provides insight into why lawyers communicate risks in the way that they do.
Ultimately it is risk policy in the broadest sense that drives the legal standards
that shape much legal risk communication.

* The views presented are solely those of the speaker and do not necessarily represent
the views of the speaker’s employer or any of his past or present clients.

Peter C. Wright is senior counsel for corporate environmental legal issues for The Dow
Chemical Company. He earned his J. D., summa cum laude, from Indiana University and his
A.B, summa cum laude, from Wabash College in 1981. He provides legal counsel to senior
company management and coordination of outside counsel with respect to the range of issues
faced by Dow on a global basis related to dioxin. Wright coordinates with public and
governmental affairs regarding communications with media and advocacy efforts with federal,
state and local governmental officials regarding dioxin matters. He also provides counseling
on sustainability, environmental disclosure, shareholder resolutions, corporate policies and
goals, public reporting obligations and product stewardship matters. Prior to returning to
environmental practice, Mr. Wright provided business law counseling to Dow Automotive,
Dow’s biotechnology business, electronics business, specialty fibers business and other
businesses associated with Dow’s Growth Center. Prior to joining Dow, Peter was Counsel
with Bryan Cave LLP’s environmental law group. Before joining Bryan Cave, Mr. Wright
worked for a number of years with the Monsanto Company and provided legal counsel in the
areas of hazardous waste regulation, Superfund cleanups and chemical regulation as well as
environmental counsel with respect to mergers and acquisitions. Mr. Wright began his legal
career with the environmental practice group of Baker & Daniels in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Mr. Wright has written and spoken on a wide range of environmental law topics. He is
currently the newsletter coordinator for the 10,000 member American Bar Association’s
Section on Environment, Energy and Resources and a vice chair of In-House Counsel and the
Fall Meeting Planning Committees. He recently co-authored the article “Twenty-five Years
of Dioxin Cancer Risk Assessment” published in the Spring 2005 Volume of ABA’s Natural
Resources & Environment.




